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A study of the ways of knowing of female learners in a
“Living-development Camp for marriage-immigrant

from China”

Wang, Meei-Wen

Lecturer, Department of Adult and Continuing Education,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

The study was designed to develop an understanding of how female
marriage-immigrants from China to “know” in the classroom of Living-development
Camp. Participative observing was conducted in program’s class for
marriage-immigrant from China by Taipei City Government, and interviews were
carried out with 14 female learners from the program.

The results indicate that four different ways of knowing were emerged from the
learning process: receiving knowing, negotiating knowing, problematizing knowing,
and escaping knowing. These learners showed that they resisted, contested and
negotiated with knowledge of instructors all the time. The cohort of female
marriage-immigrant from China has an effect on their meanings of taking part in the
program, which affect their ways of knowing in different courses. As Poststructural
Feminism’s epistemic assumptions, learners’ ways of knowing were not stable frame but

fluid, which were changed by the teaching and attitude of instructors. The dissertation
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concludes by reflection on the theory of knowing and the immigrant education.

Keywords: female marriage-immigrant from China, ways of knowing, immigrant

education.
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