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Institutional Ethnography and the Implications for Educational Research

Yu-Mei Chen

Doctoral student,Graduate Institute of Education ,National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

Institutional ethnography is a mean of social science research that was developed by Dorothy E.
Smith. It concerns the social relation behind the everyday life and has the research interest of critique
and liberatory that differs form the traditional ethnography. This paper adopted the way of theory
analysis to analyze institutional ethnography in  “content” , “related theory” and “methodology”
to realize the meaning, method and distinguishing feature. Then the writer illustrated doing the insti-
tutional ethnography with “mothering for schooling” ,and discussed and reflected on the meaning of
institutional ethnography for educational research. The implications for the educational research are
as follows:(1)Start from individual experience and problematize the school everyday world. (2) We
should concern the disadvantaged minority and take the standpoint of them. (3) The researcher and
the objects of research should be inter subjectivity, and empower the research participators. (4) We
should focus on text and discourse analysis to discover the hidden educational ideology. (5) We
should increase and transfer the focus and scope of analysis and emphasize the connection of the
educational micro and macro contexts. (6) We should get rid of the myth of seeking universal laws,
and the method of research should be multiple and integrated. (7) We should criticize and reflect

deeply on the educational issues, and emphasize research as praxis.

Key words: institutional ethnography, ideology, social relation, ruling relation
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