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On the Protection of Subject’ s Rights in Educational Research from the Perspective of the Develop-

ment of Research Ethics

Shih-Chieh Liaol , Pei-Shan Lu 2 , Wan-Ling Chou 3 , Chih-Hung Wang 4 , Wen-Ke Wang5,

Abstract

The protection of experimental human subjects begins with medical research. Education re-
search is similar to medical one in that both employ human subjects for experiment. However, the
protection of the rights and interests of the subject is rarely mentioned. Such protection is a guardian
of the integrity and respect of the subjects. Hence it is not only required in research, but also requested
by academic journals for publication. In this paper, we start with three paradigmatic cases in which
the rights and benefits of the subjects may be infringed. It then traces the development of the protec-
tion of the subjects by law and the perspective of the relationship of research groups, educational in-
stitutes and the publics in the ethical standard of American Education Research Association. It gives a
detailed analysis on the ethical problems and mechanism of informed consent, privacy and confidenti-
ality, and trust in such educational research. We end with an analysis of the three cases and propose
four suggestions for the researchers as well as for educators in the promotion of human subject protec-

tion in Taiwan educational research.
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