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Case study: an intern’s description of personal
Interaction with her mentor

Ji-Chyuan Yang

Professor ,Center for Teacher Eduction,Cheng Shiu University

Abstract

The personal interaction between an intern and her mentor is the key to whether
the intern can successfully experience the student teaching process and develop
professional skills. The purpose of this study is to understand the personal interaction
between an intern and her mentor, the factors that affect their interaction, the
professional progress developed in the process of the interaction between the intern
and her mentor, and the psychological development and support obtained by the intern,
to provide suggestions for future interns and mentors on their student teaching and
advising process and further advance an intern’s professional progress. This study is
based on an open questionnaire, individual interview, and an intern’s reflective
journals on her government-supported intern experience.

This study finds that the intern actively consults her mentor before and after
teaching, when problem arises in class, and when she observed communications
between her mentor and students’ parents; the mentor also advised the intern during
recess or when grading assignments; the intern was satisfied with her mentor’s
response. Factors that affect the interaction between the intern and her mentor include
the mutual respect and care, the personal characteristics of easy going and passion as
well as the similarity of teaching philosophy, the interaction quality not affected by
the age difference, and the high degree of mutual trust. The intern made much
professional progress in the process of the interaction with her mentor; the interaction
between the intern and her mentor is also very positive. The study provides some

suggestions for interns and mentors as well as the intern schools.
Keywords: intern, mentor, inter-personal interaction, professional progress
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