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Constructing the Theoretical Dimensions of Learning Communities and Em-
pirical Analysis for Elementary Schools

Chin-Tien Tsai
Associate Professor, Department of Educational Police and Administration. National Chi Nan
University

Abstract

The aim of the research was to explore the theoretical dimensions and empirical analysis in
learning communities in elementary schools. First, according to the literature, the dimensions of
learning community are constructed. CFA is used to test the dimensions. There parameter esti-
mated value of the 5 dimensions are community recognition and collaboration(0.93), shared
leadership(0.91), school structure and social support(0.90), common vision(0.89), and school
practice(0.81) respectively. Second, based on the theoretical dimensions, the questionnaire was
developed to investigate the current situation.The subjects being investigated involved 800
teachers, and the valid response rate of this study was 83.25%. With statistic analysis of 665 ele-
mentary school teachers, the conclusions are as follows: (1) The theoretical dimensions consisted
of five dimensions including community recognition and collaboration, shared leadership, school
structure and social support, common vision, and school practice;.(2) Community recognition and
collaboration is the most impact dimensions; (3) Teachers with different educational levels, posi-
tions and seniorities perceive the 5 theoretical dimensions of learning communities impact sig-

nificantly different.

Key words: learning community, organizational learning, national education.
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