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Analysis of Coverage of Environmental Education Concepts in Public Elementary

School Textbooks

Tzyh-Lee Chang  Huai-Tzu Hsin ~ Yu-Chieh Lo

The study is a content analysis of the coverage of environmental education concepts in a
total of 77 elementary school textbooks published by Nan-1 Version during the 2010 academic
year. The purpose of this study was to examine the agreement of coverage of environmental
education concepts in these textbooks with the capability indicators of environmental education
suitable for different learning subjects according to the 2008 Curriculum Outline. The study
shows that all the textbooks for lower grade (grade 1-2), middle grade (grade 3-4) and higher
grade (grade 5-6), distributed the uneven coverage under 11 categories; some of the textbooks,
which have the proportion of environmental education concepts agree well with the proportion of
the capability indicators of environmental education suggested by the 2008 Curriculum Outline,
whereas the others do not. Textbook writers should consider increasing proportionately low or
completely lacking environmental education concepts in textbook contents to allow students to
achieve balance and completeness in their concept learning, and thus improve the effectiveness
of integrating environmental education into the seven major fields of learning in the nine-year
integrated curriculum. The results of the study may be used as reference for improving

environmental teaching materials in the future.
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